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PRINCIPAL News & Announcements 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
October is a crazy month.  On Wednesday temperatures rose to upwards of 95 degrees and by the end of 
the week St. Benedict was drenched in rain and was in the 60s.  I guess Fall is really around the corner.   
 
On Friday we had our monthly school mass.  School masses are my favorite events because they bring 
the entire community together to celebrate and reflect on our faith and good fortune.  Each month, per  
St. Benedict School tradition, we do our gift box.  St. Benedict teachers and students tell of special things 
that they have done or what they are thankful for.  One part of the October Gift Box told the story of  
John Gallagher.  John has a truly inspiring story.  As some of you may know, John lives with Type 1 
Diabetes.  He needs daily injections to maintain his insulin levels.  Many people could not endure this 
daily routine, but John has embraced it.  John and the Gallagher Family have become advocates for the 
disease and were asked to travel to Capitol Hill to discuss his story and fundraising efforts.   
St. Benedict School is so proud of John’s work and dedication to this important topic.  Below is a link 
explaining his recent trip to Washington DC and his foundation.  It is an inspiring story! 
 
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/on-air/as-seen-on/NJ-Child-With-T1-Diabetes-Heads-to-Congress_New-Yor
k-512426812.html  
 
https://www.instagram.com/tv/B2o2SrlJxsB/?igshid=pzficsqysyhz 
 
On October 25th, St. Benedict School will hold its annual Unity Day with our GRACE program.  We will be 
selling paper dolls for $2 that our students can decorate as they wish.  We will then connect the dolls and 
display them throughout the halls to show SBS’s solidarity.  Please have your children wear an orange 
accessory that day to celebrate our unity.  Proceeds will go to GRACE to provide educational services to 
students with special academic needs.   
 
There is also a lot of exciting things going on in our classrooms.  Mrs. Gallagher had a Hazlet Police 
Officer and her Police Dog in to talk to the Pre K students about safety.  Our Maker Space continues to be 
a popular spot at St. Benedict.  Mr. Isaacs has elevated our STEM instruction and our kids are doing some 
really amazing projects with our current technology.  Our 2nd and 3rd grader teachers were introduced to 
our Tower Garden and are implementing it into our curriculum.  We will be planting seeds next week and 
moving them into our state of the art soil less garden to grow.  Thank you to Mrs. Marisa Campasano for 
coming in on her day off to train our teachers.  Our students look forward to watching their plants grow 
and even having a “Salad Day” in a few weeks when the plants will be harvested.   
 

 

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/on-air/as-seen-on/NJ-Child-With-T1-Diabetes-Heads-to-Congress_New-York-512426812.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/on-air/as-seen-on/NJ-Child-With-T1-Diabetes-Heads-to-Congress_New-York-512426812.html
https://www.instagram.com/tv/B2o2SrlJxsB/?igshid=pzficsqysyhz


 

Middle School Parents:  Please remember, this is High School Open House season.  Please go out and 
visit the great high schools in our area.  Dates and times are posted on the board outside the main office 
or you can visit the school websites directly. 
 
Finally, as I said last week, the Fall season is upon us and the weather is definitely getting cooler.  As this 
change occurs we need to be aware of Flu Season.  Please keep your children home if they are sick. 
Airborne illness spreads quickly and we have to be vigilant in keeping our students healthy.  Students will 
not be permitted to come to St. Benedict School until they are fever free and have not vomited for twenty- 
four consecutive hours.  This policy will give our community the best chance to stay healthy.   
 
Enjoy the weekend. 
  
Kevin Donahue 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

● ST. BENEDICT SCHOOL DIRECTORY 
An email was sent to all parents on 9/26 asking if you would like to share your personal contact 
information in the St. Benedict School Directory.  If you haven’t already, kindly fill out and submit 
the form no later than Friday, October 4th.  Failure to respond will result in your information not 
being published in the directory, only your child's name and homeroom will be published.  Please 
note the directory will be password-protected on the website.  Click Here for the form. 

● SCRIP REMINDER 
Save on tuition with SCRIP retailer gift cards.  Learn more here. 

● STEM CLASSES 
In collaboration with Built by Me - STEM Learning; two classes will be offered at St. Benedict 
School starting in October.  Both classes will meet in the Science Lab.  Click Here for information 
and to register. 

● PINT-SIZE PICASSO’S CLASS 
Join us for creative fun!  Six fun-filled weeks of drawing, painting, crafting and more!  This 
program is open to Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades.  Classes will be held on Mondays at 2:15 to 
3:30 pm.  Dates 10/7, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18.  Cost is $175/student. 

● A VIRTUS Training Class will be held on Thursday 10/10 at 6:00 pm in the Father Anderson 
Library.  Please drive around back to Door 8B.  This is a requirement for anyone who would like to 
volunteer with the students at any time this year.  You must register online at www.virtus.org.  

● YEARBOOK RECOGNITION ADS - Click Here 
Attention to all 8th grade families, it’s time for yearbook ads!  
Dear Parent or Student, 
Yearbook recognition ads are a great way for parents, families, and friends to commemorate 
student achievements and important milestones.  In addition, revenues from recognition ads help 
our school to create a better yearbook.  To purchase your ad online, follow the instructions on the 
form below. Jostens is managing your school's yearbook ad sales so please do not contact or 
send materials to the school.  Please take into account our school's ad content guidelines on the 
bottom of this form during the creation of your ad online.  All ad orders must be placed online by 
12/1/19.  NO LATE ADS WILL BE ACCEPTED!  

● YEARBOOK EARLY BIRD SPECIAL - The early bird sale for yearbooks is for PreK through 7th 
grade, all are welcome to buy a yearbook at the lowest price of the year.  The 8th grade families 
DO NOT need to purchase a yearbook!  Click Here 

● AMAZON WISH LIST REMINDER 
Our Amazon teacher wish list is up on Amazon Smile!  Please check it out and help our teachers 
stock up for the new school year!  Click link below: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1laF6p83XllrKZeaPP8JIqjiJ1ojLe1BEjLszhHtiuEw/edit
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/scrip
http://www.builtbyme.com/stbenedicts/
http://www.virtus.org/
https://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A05111000
https://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A05111000
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share


 

Class News 
 

“Heartily Hoping For Your Help” 
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

 
“Start by doing what’s necessary, then do what’s possible, and suddenly you are doing the 

impossible.”  St. Francis Assisi 
   
On Friday, October 18th, St. Benedict School will once again be joining thousands of schools and 
businesses nationwide in the fight against breast cancer. This year our goal is to help win the battle by 
increasing awareness of breast cancer and raising crucial dollars to support the St. Francis Regional 
Cancer Center. The center is able to offer the most advanced cancer treatment, guide patients through 
education and support services, surgery and post surgical treatment, and provide community resources, 
in a compassionate, caring environment throughout their healthcare experience.   
 
You can show your support in two ways: 
1.) By making a tax-deductible $5.00 donation for every “Pink Heart” that we will display on our Wall of 
Honor, located in the lobby of the school.  Simply send in your donation in an envelope, with the name of a 
family member, loved one or friend written on the outside of the envelope, whether it is in Memory of or in 
Honor of them and your child’s name. We will fill out a heart and display it for you.  
 
2.) Send in $2.00 for each child who would like to participate in “Heartily Hoping for your Help” campaign. 
Each child will be able  to wear jeans and something pink to school on October 18th.  Make it as easy, cool, 
inspiring, fun or lighthearted, as you want with a choice of outfit appropriate for school.  Pink blouses, shirts, 
skirts, scarves, or jewelry; accessorize in stylish pink belts, shoes or socks; wear pink ribbons, ties, or pink 
support wristbands. 
 

Thank you very much for your continued support. 
“For it is in giving that we receive.” 

St. Francis of Assisi 
 

**Ladies – Reminder: Schedule your mammograms. – 
“The Best Prevention Is Early Detection.” 

 
PREK 
PreK has been learning about community helpers all week.  Today our  PreK was treated to a visit from 
the Hazlet police and K-9 unit to coincide with their community helpers theme. 

 
 
 
 

 



 

Parent Associations and Club News 
 

PTA 
Thank you so much to those families that attended Chuck E Cheese last 
Friday for our "dine-in" fundraiser.  We hope you had a fun time while 
supporting the PTA. 
 
Please join us October 10 at 7:00 pm in the FAL if you are interested to 
help plan the "Polar Plunge" which will be taking place in January.  We 
welcome all families with great ideas to attend the meeting. 
 
We would like to congratulate Karol Hoey's table for being the winner of 
the limo ride for our "Black & Bling Masquerade" event.  Thank you to those 
who donated wine this week for the event.  Please remember we are still 
accepting wine donations and selling tickets for the event until October 
11th. To donate wine for our wine pull, please Click here.  For more info 
about the event, please see the invitation below. 
 
We are excited to bring back "Trunk or Treat" to SBS this year.  Please join 
us on October 25 in the SBS parking lot.  Please see more info below and 
the flyer in the weekly packet. 
 
Keep an eye out for "Pie Sale" information coming out on October 18.  Also, 
please save the date of November 15 for our very popular event 
"Pocketbook Bingo". 
 

CLICK FOR INVITATION: 

 
 
TRUNK OR TREAT 
The Trunk or Treat is coming on Friday, October 25th from 4:00-5:30 pm in 
the SBS parking lot.  No fee.  Pre-registration is required for all vehicles by 
October 19th.  RSVP to Laurie Weber at weberp1@stbenedictnj.org. 
Open to all SBS students and siblings.  Must be accompanied by adult.  Car 
decorating contest and costume contest.  Each car should supply nut-free 
candy only please.  
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
Pocketbook Bingo is Friday, November 15th, mark your calendars! 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
Monday, 10/7 
Drama Club 
2:15 - 4:00 pm in Gym 
 
Pint-Size Picasso’s 
2:15 - 3:30 pm in KA 
Homeroom 
 
Tuesday, 10/8 
Mini Drama Club 
2:15 - 3:15 pm in 2B 
Homeroom 
 
Model UN Meeting 
2:30 - 3:30 pm in Maker 
Space 
 
STEM - Be the Game 
Designer 
3:00 - 4:30 pm in Science 
Lab (Grades 2-5) 
 
Wednesday, 10/9 
School Choir 
2:15 - 3:15 pm in the Music 
Room 
 
Thursday, 10/10 
STEM - Junior Robotics 
Builder 
3:00 - 4:30 pm in Science 
Lab (Grades 2-5) 
 
Virtus Training 
6:00 - 8:00 pm 
Please drive around the 
back of the school to Door 
8B for access to the Fr 
Anderson Library. 
 
Friday, 10/11 
Youth Choir 
4:00 - 5:00 pm in Music 
Room 
 
Monday, 10/14 
Columbus Day - No School 
 
PTA presents the Black & 
Bling Masquerade 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080445AFAB2FA0F94-black
https://ecatholic-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/14952/documents/2019/9/0223_001.pdf
https://ecatholic-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/14952/documents/2019/9/0223_001.pdf
mailto:weberp1@stbenedictnj.org


 

FAITH FORMATION EVENTS 
Grade 7/8 Confirmation Program 
October 17 from 7:00-8:30 pm in the Church  
(Note: 7:00-8:00 pm is program, questions to follow from 8:00-8:30 pm.) 
Parenting Teens: Beauty and Challenges of parenting teens with faith.  
Topics: Spiritual Formation, Brain Development, Building Trust and Raising 
Young Adults of Character.  Open to all parents and grandparents of teens. 
 
FAMILY ROSARY 
Father JM’s Family Rosary 
Father JM is looking for families to volunteer to lead a decade of the 
Rosary following each Sunday Mass in the month of October.  Sign up here 
or email Melissa Dayton at mdayton@stbenedictnj.org.  
 
GRACE (Growing Access to Catholic Education) 
Please help support GRACE (Growing Access to Catholic Education) by 
participating in the Yankee Candle Fundraiser. 
  
The Yankee Candle brochures were sent home last week with the youngest 
child in the family.  Paper orders are due back to SBS with checks made 
payable to GRACE on Wednesday, October 9th.  Delivery is expected the 
week of November 11th.  
 
Each family who orders $30.00 or more will receive a Dress Down Pass. 
 
Online orders to be shipped directly to your home can continue to be 
placed until January 8th.  
Order online at www.yankeecandlefundraising.com/store.htm and enter 
group code 990051704. 
 

SPORTS 
 

 
WINTER SPORTS REGISTRATION IS STILL OPEN! 
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/wintersportsregistration   

● Volunteer Coach Registration 
● Basketball JV Girls (Grades 5 & 6) - $125.00 
● Basketball Varsity Girls (Grades 7 & 8) - $125.00 
● Basketball JV Boys (Grades 5 & 6) - $125.00 
● Basketball Varsity Boys (Grades 7 & 8) - $125.00 
● Basketball Intramural Girls (Grades 3 & 4) - $45.00 
● Basketball Intramural Boys (Grades 3 & 4) - $45.00 
● JV/Varsity Cheer (Grades 5 - 8) - $80.00 
● Junior JV Cheer (Grades 3 & 4) - $45.00 

Friday, October 18 at 7 pm in 
Reflections Ballroom located 
in Hazlet, NJ 
Invitation here. 
 
NOTE:  
All Club flyers are in the 
weekly packet or respective 
Club pages on the website. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PTojE5rZr2AUtFfA2IdZROJ8XPrz8UFO7NcMR4mgMqY/edit
http://www.yankeecandlefundraising.com/store.htm
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/wintersportsregistration
https://d2wldr9tsuuj1b.cloudfront.net/14952/documents/2019/9/0223_001.pdf
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi


 

Please check the Sports Calendar for updates.  The Cross Country meet 
schedule has been posted. 
 
Questions? Please contact: 
Trish Hillers, Athletics Director at athletics@stbenedictnj.org 

Reminders
 

● CALENDAR -  is located on the website in the main navigation tab titled “Calendar” or bookmark 
the page here: https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/calendar-1 

● SCHOOL FACEBOOK - Facebook page for St. Benedict School is: 
https://www.facebook.com/SBSprincipal/ 

Weekly Packet 
 

Please see the link below to access all of the newsletter attachments for the week. 
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi 
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